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"I'd like people to remember me as someone who was good at his job and seemed to mean what 

he said." 

Born to the owner of a hardware store, Jimmy Stewart dodged continuing the family business to 

become one of the most prolific actors of this time. Stewart was shy as a child and was interested 

in aviation, but his father discouraged him from attending the U.S. Naval Academy and guided 

him towards Princeton. It was at Princeton that Stewart became involved in acting, and began a 

career as a stage actor. 

During the depression, cinema houses were taking over stage plays, and Stewart experienced 

difficulty finding work. However, he eventually made the switch to Hollywood and began 

working in cinema. He worked on films such as Destry Rides Again, The Shop Around the 
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Corner, and Pot o' Gold. During this time, Stewart realized his passion for aviation by logging 

over 400 hours of flight time as a pilot. 

When the U.S. entered World War II, Stewart was drafted into the Army but was rejected 

because he was underweight for his height. He worked with colleagues to put on the necessary 

pounds, and successfully enlisted with the Air Corps. He was stationed at Moffett Field, 

California as an enlisted man. During his nine months of training at that base, he also took 

extension courses with the idea of obtaining a commission. His college degree and extensive 

flight time played to his favor, and he received his commission after the attack on Pearl Harbor. 

Because he had logged over 400 hours as a civilian, he was permitted to take basic flight training 

at Moffett and earned his pilot wings. During the next nine months, he instructed in AT-6, AT-

9, and B-17 aircraft and flew bombardiers in the training school at Albuquerque, N.M. In the fall 

of 1943, Stewart went to England as Commanding Officer of the 703d Bomb Squadron, 

equipped with B-24s.  He began flying combat missions and on March 31, 1944, was appointed 

Operations Officer of the 453rd Bomb Group and, subsequently, Chief of Staff of the 2nd 

Combat wing, 2nd Air Division of the 8th Air Force. Stewart ended the war with 20 combat 

missions. He remained in the USAF Reserve and was promoted to brigadier general on July 23, 

1959. He retired on May 31, 1968. 

When Stewart returned to acting after the war, he continued on his career as a top actor, starring 

in movies like It's a Wonderful Life, Rear Window, and The Spirit of St. Louis. Upon retiring, he 

had accumulated 12 civilian and military medals, two Academy Awards, two Golden Globes, 

and numerous Lifetime Achievement awards from different institutes. He passed away in 1997. 
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